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Overview 

 
 
Overview: 
The Office of Foundation and Corporate Relations (OFCR) works with faculty and staff to raise funds for 
priority programs and institutional initiatives. The staff can help: 

• Develop program concepts.  
• Identify potential funders.  
• Build strategic relationships with foundation and corporate leaders and program officers.  
• Draft and/or edit proposals and reports. 

 
We maintain an archive on the history of University relationships with major foundations and corporations as 
well as current foundation/corporation profiles and information on most recent contacts. 
 
Staff 
 
Brenda Nelms 
Director of Foundation and Corporate Relations 
b-nelms@uchicago.edu 
773-702-7570 

 
Foundations Corporations 
Kenneth A. Olliff 
Director for Strategic Foundation Initiatives 
kolliff@uchicago.edu 
773-703-3109 

Rich Jones 
Director of Corporate Foundations 
rjones1@uchicago.edu 
773-834-7616 

 
Ilana Cohen 
Assistant Director of Foundation Relations 
iscohen@uchicago.edu 
773-702-2469 

 
Rosemary Caruk 
Associate Director of Corporate Relations 
rcaruk@uchicago.edu 
773-702-7807 

 
Jennie Myers 
Assistant Director of Foundation Relations 
jmyers1@uchicago.edu 
773-702-5471 

 

 
Research 
Matthew Dean 
Associate Director of Organization Research and Prospect Management 
mdean@uchicago.edu 
773-834-8428 
 
Rachel Strongin 
Assistant Director of Organization Research and Prospect Management 
rstrongin@uchicago.edu 
773-702-4719 
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